Where do Ifind the evidence? There are, of course, many answers to this question. Hand Whatever the database, the success and relevance of a search will depend heavily on the strategy and techniques used in the search. Search strategies may have to be tailored to a particular database and different questions will need different strategies; for instance in MED-LINE, the strategy for searching for a review will differ from one for a diagnostic test or a practice guideline.' However, the strategies and features described below can be applied to and exist in many other databases.
The question The first and most essential step in any search, or indeed in research, is to clarify the question. Richardson2 suggests that it is helpful to phrase the question in order to facilitate searching. For clinicians any patient encounter may elicit a question. Formulating the clinical problem in terms of the patient or condition, the intervention or exposure being considered and the clinical outcome constitutes a "wellbuilt clinical question" and helps to identify knowledge gaps and indicate where the information need exists. For clinicians and information professionals, the task of analysing the question in this way enables a clearer understanding of how the component concepts relate to each other and enables a more structured search for information. Once the question has been broken down or built up, the next step is to think of related terms or synonyms that might be used in searching. For example, what are the risks (outcome) in treating/not treating (intervention) trichomoniasis (condition) during pregnancy (patient)?
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